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Tobacco leaves
metric tons 2000 

total imported: 196, 597
total exported: 182, 519
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US imports
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US imports and exports

Cigarettes
metric tons 2000 

total imported: 15,274
total exported: 148,533
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Tobacco Trade15
Tobacco trade is big business, for 
both the raw material (tobacco 
leaves) and the finished product 
(manufactured cigarettes).

Brazil is the largest exporter of 
tobacco leaf, and the Russian 
Federation and the USA are the 
largest importers. Some countries 
that grow tobacco, such as the 
USA, also import foreign tobacco 
as well as exporting their own 
tobacco leaves. Interestingly, the 
USA exports approximately the 
same amount of tobacco that it 
imports. Because US tobacco is 
popular globally, and tends to be 
more expensive than tobacco 
from other countries, the value of 
US tobacco leaf exports are about 
double that of the same quantity 
of imports. 

Manufactured cigarettes are also 
traded globally. Again, the USA is 
the largest exporter of 
manufactured cigarettes, 
accounting for nearly 20 percent 
of the world total. Japan is the 
largest importer of cigarettes. 

According to government 
reports, 846 billion cigarettes 
were exported, but only 
619 billion were reported to be 
imported. Statistics such as these 
provide a sense of the size of the 
cigarette smuggling problem.

China is quietly emerging as a 
significant cigarette exporter, 
increasing from virtually no 
exports in 1980 to over 
20 billion cigarettes exported in 
2001, worth about US$320 
million. In 2005 the value of 
China’s export trade in cigarettes 
is predicted to be US$600 
million.

Top 10
Leaf exporters

thousand metric tons
1999

Top 10
Leaf importers

thousand metric tons
1999

Br
az

il
US

A
Zi

m
ba

bw
e

Ch
in

a
Tu

rk
ey

In
di

a
Gr

ee
ce

It
al

y
M

al
aw

i
Ar

ge
nt

in
a

Ru
ss

ia
n 

Fe
de

ra
ti

on
US

A
Ge

rm
an

y
UK

N
et

he
rla

nd
s

Ja
pa

n
Fr

an
ce

Uk
ra

in
e

Po
la

nd
Eg

yp
t

34
3

19
1

16
4

13
2

12
9

12
0

10
1

94 93 73

26
3 24

1
19

0
12

9 11
3 99

71 70 60 55

15/Tobacco Trade CYAN  MAGENTA  YELLOW  BLACK


